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hope, true Renaissances, with all the proud and joyous connota-
tions of that word. It is the most vigorous ages that dare to
travel and to borrow. A culture afraid of the least wind from
across the border is confessing decrepitude.

There is therefore a fitful but unceasing process of inter-
change between national cultures. The balance of spiritual
trade may shift with brutal suddenness 5 then the infiltration
of foreign thoughts and phrases turns into an invasion j and
the conservatives are appalled at what seems to them a catas-
trophe. Thus, in France, the irruption of Italianism in the
sixteenth century was resented and denounced j so was the
Romantic cult for English and German poets two hundred years
later; or, at the end of the nineteenth century, the craze for
Russian novelists and Scandinavian dramatists. Such a reaction
is wholesome, when it seeks to check a mere vogue, the passing
favor attaching to forms, tricks or poses; no master is good
simply because he is foreign. But, on the other hand, no influ-
ence is bad simply because it is new and different. It is foolish
to reject a gift from abroad on the plea that it is "alien to
our spirit"; if it were so alien, our spirit would reject it auto-
matically. The fact that Englishmen in the eighteenth century
appreciated French wit simply proves that French wit was not
un-English. Anglo-German romanticism would not have fruc-
tified so magnificently on French soil, if that soil had not been
ready for such a crop. A foreign influence simply liberates us
from artificial limitations, and reveals to us our own possi-
bilities.

This process of international borrowing comprises several
phases, which may or may not be carried through by the same
man. The first step is obviously the actual learning of -foreign
languages. This is indispensable, but by no means sufficient
Many professional linguists, traders, scholars, teachers, inter-
preters, do not help very directly in the diffusion of foreign
literatures. Twoj^^                                           inevitably,

knowledge, the; sejcoiid must be appreciation*

Thus one pioneer forces the Carrier, takes hold of foreign